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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


By LAURENS WILLIAMS 


This is simply a “progress” re- 
port. It will: (a) briefly tell you 
what has happened in Association 
matters since the last Annual 
Meeting; (b) tell you what is plan- 
ned for the balance of the year. 


Nebraska State Bar Journal 

There probably will be two is- 
sues of the Journal this year. It 
is quite apparent that the mem- 
bers of the Association like the 
Journal, and want it continued. 
It also is apparent that it should be 
a “House Organ”, and not invade 
the field of law reviews. Ultimate- 
ly it should become a quarterly, 
perhaps be published bi-monthly. 

The experience of your Presi- 
dent and Secretary in their strug- 
gle to bring about publication of 
this issue clearly demonstrates the 
need for professional editing and 
the services of a permanent staff. 
Comparison of this issue with the 
issues of last year (edited by 
George Hastings’ charming, journ- 
alist daughter) will prove the point. 

If the Association’s membership 
adopts the program described in a 
later portion of this “message”, 
the full-time Public Relations Di- 
rector for whom the plan provides 
should be the editor and staff of 
the Journal. 


The Proposed Reorganization of 
the Association 

A referendum will be held in 
May on the proposed reorganiza- 
tion of the Nebraska State Bar As- 
sociation. 

By overwhelming vote at the 
Annual Meeting in November, 1950, 
the Assembly approved the recom- 
mendations for reorganization of 
the Association made by the Ex- 
ecutive Council and by a Special 
Committee which had been study- 
ing the problem for over a year. 
The details of those recommenda- 


tions may be found in the report 
of the 1950 Annual Meeting, 30 Ne- 
braska Law Review 318. The pro- 
posal was submitted to the Su- 
preme Court in March, 1951, and 
set for public hearing. No one 
appeared in opposition to the plan; 
one member appeared in criticism 
of one or two of the details of the 
proposal. 

Subsequently, the Supreme 
Court communicated with the Ex- 
ecutive Council indicating that 
they desired that the matter be 
submitted to the whole member- 
ship by referendum. They also 
suggested consideration of certain 
minor modifications of the plan. 

At the 1951 Annual Meeting the 
Association authorized the referen- 
dum, and authorized the Executive 
Council to make such changes in 
the proposed recommendations as 
experience and further discussion 
indicated to them advisable. The 
Executive Council. and a Special 
Committee of the membership now 
have completed their further study 
of the matter, so the referendum 
now may be conducted. 

Although a full explanation of 
the plan will accompany the bal- 
lot, the following summary of the 
problem and the plan may be of 
interest. 

The Association’s present form of 
organization is similar to that of 
the old voluntary Association form- 
ed over fifty years ago. We have 
an Executive Council, composed of 
the President, past President, and 
nine elected members. The Ex- 
ecutive Council, in practical effect, 
runs the affairs of the Association. 

Once a year the membership 
meets in Annual Meeting. While 
about 600 members attend an An- 
nual Meeting, usually more than 
1500 members do not attend. The 
Committees and Sections report to 
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the Assembly at the Annual Meet- 
ing, make their recommendations, 
and the Assembly acts on behalf of 
all 2150 members. 

Once in a while there may be as 
many as 150-200 members present 
on the floor of the Assembly when 
action is taken, but often only one 
or two per cent of the members are 
present. I recall one time when 
important action was taken in the 
closing moments of an Annual 
Meeting when there were only 17 
members present. I made two 
counts of those present when im- 
portant action was taken at the 
1952 Annual Meeting. There were 
36 members present when impor- 
tant action was taken on the Amer- 
ican Arbitration Association case. 
There were 52 members on the 
floor when the Committee on Leg- 
islation made its report. 


We presently have 23 Commit- 
tees and 5 Sections. They all re- 
port at every Annual Meeting. No 
member is interested in all the 
reports. Yet the reports have to 
be made and acted upon, and they 
take up a terrific amount of the 
time available at every Annual 
Meeting under the present setup. 
They crowd much of the meaty, 
bread-and-butter parts of the meet- 
ing off the program. 

The proposed reorganization is 
really quite simple. It provides for 
a “House of Delegates”, which is 
to be the governing body of the 
Association, and is to meet an- 
nually on the day preceding the 
Annual Meeting. The House of 
Delegates would hear the Commit- 
tee Reports, and act for the Asso- 
ciation on all recommendations. It 
would be composed of: 


(1) One member per _ district 
judge from each state judicial dis- 
trict, elected by the lawyers of that 
district. There are 35 district 
judges, thus there would be 35 
elected delegates. Each district 
would elect as many delegates as 


it has district judges. Thus a dis- 
trict with one district judge would 
elect one member of the House of 
Delegates. A district having two 
district judges would elect two 
delegates, etc. As it works out, this 
would provide approximately pro- 
portionate representation for all 
lawyers in the state. 

(2) The members of the Execu- 
tive Council, who would be elected 
as they presently are—one from 
each Supreme Court judicial dis- 
trict elected by the lawyers of that 
district, and three elected at large. 

(3) The 5 Section Chairmen. 

(4) Still to be decided is wheth- 
er the Association’s Delegates to 
the House of Delegates of the 
American Bar Association ought 
also to be members of our House 
of Delegates, to provide liaison be- 
tween our Association and the 
American Bar Association. 


While there are other relatively 
minor points of improvement pro- 
vided for in the new rules, such as 
provision for referendum, etc., and 
reservation in the Assembly of 
veto power over the House of Dele- 
gates, etc., the foregoing is the es- 
sence of the plan. We think it 
would materially improve our As- 
sociation to adopt it. 


In the first place, it would be the 
American form of government—a 
truly representative form of gov- 
ernment. It has worked efficient- 
ly for the medical profession and 
for other bar associations. I per- 
sonally believe that our Associa- 
tion has grown too big to handle all 
its business on a “Town Hall Meet- 
ing” basis. As things stand, every 
Nebraska lawyer who is not on the 
floor of the Annual Meeting at the 
time a particular issue comes up 
for vote, is disenfranchised on that 
issue by reason of his absence. His 
elected representative is not so 
likely to be absent as he is. 


Secondly, I think it would broad- 
en the base of our Association 








NEBRASKA STATE BAR JOURNAL 7 





work. Instead of an Executive 
Council of just 11 men being re- 
sponsible for the work of the As- 
sociation, the House of Delegates, 
composed of approximately 51 men 
would have the responsibility. Us- 
ually interest goes with responsi- 
bility, and it ought to mean that 
instead of 11 men directly interest- 
ed in the work of the Association, 
51 men would be directly responsi- 
ble for it and therefore more in- 
terested in it. 


Thirdly, this ought to mean wis- 
er, better considered action. As 
things stand, none of us feels a per- 
sonal duty to even read all of the 
Committee reports, Sections’ rec- 
ommendations, etc. Each of us is 
only one out of 2150 active prac- 
titioners in the state. We may not 
go to the Annual Meeting, or if 
we do go to the Annual Meeting, 
_ we may not be on the floor when 
the matter comes up. Most of us 
are interested only in a few of the 
Committee reports. Most of us do 
not pay attention to most of them. 
But, I submit, a lawyer who is the 
representative of all the lawyers 
in his state judicial district will be 
more likely to give careful thought 
to the Committee reports and what 
. the Association does. It will be his 
duty to do so. 


Fourthly, it will free time at the 
Annual Meeting so that more, long- 
er, and far better Section programs 
can be held; so that more valuable 
and practical, down-to-earth, “how- 
to-do-it” institutes can be present- 
ed. These are the kinds of pro- 
grams most of our members want. 


I have been discussing this pro- 
posal with lawyers all over the 
state for some five years now, and 
so far no one has suggested an »b- 
jection to the plan which has not 
been completely withdrawn as 
soon as the plan was fully under- 
stood. I don’t think it will work 
any magic, but I do think it will be 
a long step in the right direction 


toward a more active, effective As- 
sociation of greater value to the 
lawyers of the state and to the 
public. 


A Substantially Enlarged Program 
During recent years, lawyers 
throughout the country have awak- 
ened to the need for a continuous, 
intelligent, soundly financed and 
soundly planned public relations 
program. We all are familiar with 
the results of the surveys made in 
Iowa, Texas, California, and other 
areas, of what the public thinks of 
lawyers and courts. We all know 
that gross misunderstanding of the 
function of the courts and the serv- 
ices rendered by lawyers exists in 
our own state. The Public Re- 
lations Committee has been mak- 
ing exhaustive studies of the public 
relations programs of other state 
bar associations such as Minne- 
sota and Iowa, and will be making 
a comprehensive report and recom- 
mendations to the Executive Coun- 
cil the fore part of May. 
Simultaneously, the Committee 
on Budget and Finance will be 
making recommendations to the 
Executive Council. This year that 
Committee has been enlarged to 
24 members with at least one mem- 
ber from every geographical por- 
tion of the state. Some members 
of this Committee have never been 
active in Association affairs. Others 
have had some experience in Asso- 
ciation work. Others have had a 
great deal of experience with As- 
sociation work. I think the Com- 
mittee is truly representative of 
our total membership. That Com- 
mittee has been making an ex- 
haustive analysis of the Associa- 
tion’s budget, is comparing it with 
the budget and dues of every other 
state bar association in the country, 
and many local bar associaticns, 
is studying the finances of other 
professional associations, such as 
the medical and dental associa- 
tions, and is analyzing the revenue 


Oe 
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needs of the Nebraska State Bar 
Association. 

The recommendations of these 
two Committees, and perhaps of 
other Committees, also will be sub- 
mitted to the membership in a 
referendum in May. I hope all of 
you will read George Turner’s ar- 
ticle in this issue of the Journal on 
“Where Your Money Goes”. I 
think you immediately will see the 
great need for increased revenue 
if we are to have an honest-to-God 
program year in and year out. At 
the present time, we haven’t money 
enough even to pay the out-of- 
pocket expenses of members in at- 
tending important Committee 
meetings. Most members of the 
Executive Council are not reim- 
bursed for their out-of-pocket ex- 
penses in attending meetings. We 
have no money for a public rela- 
tions program. We have no money 
to pay a legislative representative 
to keep lawyers posted on bills of 
interest to us, and render a real 
legislative service. We have no 
money for the thousand and one 
things of value to the public, to the 
lawyer, to the courts and to prac- 
ticing lawyers which are so needed. 

We are paying $10.00 per year 
dues to our State Association. Doc- 
tors and dentists each pay $35.00 
to their state associations. The 
union dues of many artisans and 
mechanics run up to $100.00 per 
year. Even common laborers pay 
almost two and half times as much 
to their unions as we pay our pro- 
fessional Association. 


Law Student Memberships 

The Committee on Legal Educa- 
tion is studying a proposal that 
some form of “Law Student Mem- 
bership” in our Association be 
gratuitously granted to law stu- 
dents at both Creighton and Ne- 
braska law schools. We all are 
concerned about the “gap” between 
law school and the practice of law. 
We all are anxious to try to be 


helpful to law students and to in- 
terest them early in the work of 
the Association. The recommenda- 
tions of the Committee on Legal 
Education doubtless will be sub- 
mitted to the Executive Council at 
its May meeting. 


Other Committees 


Many of the other standing Com- 
mittees of the Association have 
recommendations for enlarged As- 
sociation activity, but they, too, are 
running into the problem of the 
expense of such programs. Since 
none of their recommendations 
have reached a final stage, I will 
not discuss them in this report. 

However, you may be interested 
in knowing that this year we are 
making an effort to correlate the 
work of the many Committees and 
of the Executive Council, through 
the medium of designating one 
member of the Executive Council 
as “coordinator” of the work of 
each Committee. The “coordina- 
tor” meets with the Committee, 
and keeps the Council and coord- 
inators of other Committees posted 
on what each Committee is doing. 
This sort of liaison already has 
proven quite helpful to many Com- 
mittees, and should be of great 
help to the Executive Council. 


Merit Plan For Selection and 
Tenure of Judges 

In the referendum conducted a 
little over a year ago on the Merit 
Plan for the Selection and Tenure 
of Judges (formerly called the 
“Missouri Plan”) the members of 
the Association voted 933 in favor, 
380 against the Plan, and mandated 
the Association officers to get a 
Constitutional Amendment on the 
ballot in 1954. 

It has been decided that instead 
of asking the Legislature to put the 
Plan on the ballot, petitions will 
be circulated to accomplish that 
purpose. The Junior Bar Section 


has volunteered to accept the re- 
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sponsibility for circulating the peti- 
tions. 

It is planned that the precise 
draft of the proposed Constitution- 
al Amendment will be completed 
by this year’s Committee on Ju- 
diciary, which also will complete 
plans for the circulation of peti- 
tions, which will commence im- 
mediately after the next Annual 
Meeting. 


The 1953 Annual Meeting 

One of the standing “jokes” in 
our Association has been in the 
area of our “vice-presidents”, three 
in number, who have never had 
anything to do except have their 
names printed on Association sta- 
tionery. Breaking with precedent, 
this year the vice-presidents have 
accepted a job. They are respon- 
sible to the Council for the activa- 
tion and functioning of the Sec- 
tions, including the job of seeing to 
it that the Section Chairmen come 
up with “top” programs for the 
next Annual Meeting. The vice- 
presidents and Section officers will 
be meeting during the ABA Re- 
gional Meeting in Omaha this 
Spring to make final plans for their 
programs at the next Annual Meet- 
ing. 

Until it is known whether the 
membership, and then the Supreme 
Court, are going to approve the 
proposed reorganization of our As- 
sociation, we will not know wheth- 
er we will have two full days for 


programs at the next Annual 
Meeting, or whether we again will 
have to spend about half of the 
time working on Committee re- 
ports et cetera. Therefore, no 
final plans have been made for the 
program for the Annual Meeting. 


Miscellaneous 

There have been a good many 
very gratifying experiences in this 
job so far. The two which stand 
out are: (1) the fact that many 
lawyers have been _ interested 
enough to write me frankly, hon- 
estly, and to the point, about Asso- 
ciation matters which “gripe” them. 
That is a real help, and I wish ev- 
ery lawyer who has a complaint or 
a suggestion would do it. (2) The 
way some of the men who have 
been asked to take on a job have 
dropped everything and, often at 
great personal sacrifice, put their 
shoulder to the wheel in an un- 
selfish effort to enable this Associa- 
tion to better serve the public and 
its members. 

This is an open, standing invita- 
tion—indeed, it is a request—to 
every member to write me per- 
sonally, fully expressing his views 
on anything this Association is do- 
ing concerning which he has any 
suggestion, and anything the As- 
sociation is not doing which he 
thinks it ought to be doing. 

‘ a you in Omaha April 30, May 


HAVE FAITH IN OUR COURTS 


By GEORGE L. DeLACY 


When I attend a church I like 
to hear the Clergyman stand up 
for the faith he believes in. 

Likewise, a member of the Bar 
of this country should tell the 
people to have faith in their Courts, 
and that nothing has occurred to 
cause them to doubt, for that is 
the truth. 


Under our two party political 
system, it seems to be necessary for 
each party to tear down and at- 
tempt to destroy the other. It may 
be that such divisive and violent 
controversy between the parties 
is necessary in order to perpetuate 
the democratic spirit. It may be 


that dire calamity would follow 
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the program of one party or the 
other; it may even be that the 
hour is so late that considered and 
tempered discussion of questions 
is impossible; that tragedy awaits 
us as a people at the next turn. I 
do not think so, but I may be 
wrong. But this I do know, and 
that is that there is no justification 
for any general attack upon our 
courts for any political reason or 
otherwise, and this includes state 
and federal courts and the United 
States Supreme Court. 

Man, in my opinion, in the Eng- 
lish speaking countries has reached 
his highest attainment in the ad- 
ministration of justice. 

Apropos the above, will you per- 
mit me to refer to the trial of Lord 
Haw Haw in England as given by 
Bernard O’Donnell, crime reporter 
in London, in his book “The Old 
Bailey and Its Trials”. After de- 
scribing a trial for treason which 
took place in England in 1679 
wherein the rights of the accused 
were flagrantly disregarded, he 
said: 

“In 1945, there was no bench 
packed with Judges determined 
to secure a verdict of guilty at all 
costs; instead, a calm, dispassionate 
judge, Mr. Justice Tucker, and one 
of the finest counsel at the English 
Bar, Mr. G. O. Slade, to make a 
brilliant defense of the man whose 
nickname, ‘Lord Haw-Haw’ will go 
down in history as a music-hall 
joke. 

“And Joyce—what of him? From 
his voice of braggart pomposity as 
heard from Bremen over the air, 
one might have pictured him as 
a rather dominant figure, both in 
size and personality. But in the 
dock he seemed small, with nar- 
row, sloping shoulders; thinning, 
mouse-coloured hair; cold, calcu- 
lating eyes that narrowed as they 
gazed out at judge and jury; a 
twisted nose, scarred face, and a 
small thin-lipped mouth. 


GeorgelL. 
DeLacy of 
Omaha is a 
member of the 
firm of Ken- 
nedy, Holland, 
DeLacy and 
Svoboda. He 
has long been 
active in the 
work of the 
organized bar. 
He is a past 
president of 
both the Oma- 
ha Bar Asso- 
ciation and the 
Bar’ Association. 





Nebraska 
Prominent in the activities of the 
American Bar Association, he is cur- 
rently serving as Chairman for Ne- 


State 


braska of the committee to raise 
funds for the erection of the Amer- 
ican Bar Center. His address which 
| is printed here was delivered to a 
group meeting of the Woodmen of 
the World Life Insurance Co. on 
| February 18, 1952. 














“Such was the man who faced 
his trial in the September of our 
year of victory; the victory that he 
had, with all the eloquence and 
conviction at his command, tried 
to make us believe would never 
be ours. 

“Only once during that trial was 
his voice heard. Two words were 
all that he uttered on his own be- 
half—‘Not Guilty’ in answer to the 
charge read out by the Clerk of 
the Court. The familiar voice, 
echoing round the court, was some- 
thing of a shock. One almost ex- 
pected to hear the introductory 
chime which used to herald his 
broadcasts. 

“In his closing speech to the 
jury, Sir Hartley Shawcross, K. C., 
the Attorney General, said: 

“ “Members of the jury, the onus 
in this case, as I said to you just 
now, is firmly fixed upon the 
Crown, and the last thing the 
prosecution desires in this case is 
to exaggerate the facts or to 
stretch the law. The less you 


might consider the prisoner en- 
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titled to receive justice at the 
hands of a British Court, the more 
vitally important is it to see that 
he secures justice according to law 
and justice according to the evi- 
dence.’ 

“There was no ranting denuncia- 
tion of Joyce or his crime; simply a 
dispassionate appeal that the jury 
should apply their common sense 
in arriving at their verdict. 

“Remember, too, that the trial of 
Joyce had been postponed, at the 
request of the defense, from the 
July to the September Sessions of 
the Old Bailey, so that evidence 
could be obtained from America 
that Joyce was not a British sub- 
ject, but a citizen of the United 
States. 

“This evidence was of impor- 
tance, as it left only one count in 
the indictment, that which charged 
him with ‘adhering to the King’s 
enemies elsewhere than in the 
King’s Realm,’ at a time when he 
was ‘a person owing allegiance to 
our Lord the King.’ * * * 

“Let us take another example 
of the meticulous care with which 
Mr. Justice Tucker summed up 
to the jury. Expounding the law 
on ‘aiding and comforting the 
King’s enemies’, he stressed that 
this meant ‘nothing more than ac- 
tively throwing in your lot with 
the enemy, actively assisting the 
enemy’. And to make it perfectly 
clear that this must be a voluntary 
act and not one imposed by force 
majeure, he added: ‘It must be 
done with the intention of aiding 
the King’s enemies as well.’ 

“In conclusion, Mr. Justice Tuck- 
er made an impressive appeal to 
the jury, urging them to ‘be sure 
that you arrive at what you hon- 
estly believe to be a true verdict 
according to the facts, regardless of 
opinion or anything of that kind.’” 

After his conviction Joyce was 
allowed to appeal to the Court of 
Criminal Appeal where three 


learned judges sat to hear the legal 
arguments adduced by his counsel. 
The appeal was dismissed. Joyce 
appealed once more to the House of 
Lords, the highest tribunal in the 
land. A four days’ hearing took 
place before five Law Lords, in- 
cluding the Lord Chancellor. Again 
the same patient consideration was 
given to all the arguments for and 
against the conviction. One judge 
dissented from the general view, 
but the others were unanimous 
that the verdict must stand, and 
William Joyce died on the scaf- 
fold. 

Recently in the Nebraska press 
you have read of the legal pro- 
ceedings involving Henry Hawk. 
This man was convicted in 1936 of 
first degree murder, and was given 
life imprisonment. He is in his 
sixties. He instituted Habeas Cor- 
pus proceedings before the Honor- 
able James A. Donohoe of the 
United States District Court here 
in Omaha. The application crude- 
ly prepared in his own handwriting 
contained an affidavit of poverty 
—so an attorney was appointed to 
act for him. He charged that his 
trial had been unfair and that he 
had not been convicted in accord- 
ance with the law, and that he was 
held in violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. On sev- 
eral other occasions he had insti- 
tuted similar suits in the State 
Courts. Judge Donohoe ordered 
a hearing which lasted seven or 
eight days. A thorough investiga- 
tion was made of the man’s trial 
back in 1936. The important thing 
is that there was a thorough inves- 
tigation by a competent tribunal 
to determine whether this man had 
a fair trial. Judge Donohoe held 


that he did not have a fair trial, 
and that he was illegally held. 
The man is now out on bail. The 
case has been appealed by the 
State of Nebraska to the Court of 


This man had no money 


Appeals. 
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and had only a third grade educa- 
tion, and had a prior criminal rec- 
ord. Where else in the world, ex- 
cept in Great Britain, and the other 
English speaking countries, would 
such meticulous care be taken of 
the rights and liberties of the citi- 
zen. 

It should be noted that in the 
case of Joyce occurring in Eng- 
land, the time was one that made 
for hysteria. It was right after 
the last war. Joyce’s activities 
were during the last war. 

It is in such times that people 
become impatient; the clamor of 
the multitude is great; indeed the 
voice of the accusor is heard in the 
land. It takes a steady breed of 
judges to mete out justice in ac- 
cordance with established law un- 
der such circumstances. 

Among your friends you have 
heard complaints because certain 
persons charged with crimes were 
allowed bail; particularly those 
suspected of being subversive— 
Remember that men struggled for 
the right of bail. Remember that 
until convicted there is the pre- 
sumption of innocence. That there 
is the right to appeal to higher 
courts provided by law. That no 
man can be punished until he is 
finally convicted. That during the 
process bail is permitted, except 
generally in cases involving the 
death penalty. This is still the 
law. 

I believe you would want it that 
way in the event your liberty was 
involved. 


DISSENTING OPINIONS 

Because of the fact that our pres- 
ent Supreme Court appointed al- 
most entirely by Presidents Roose- 
velt and Truman, displaced an- 
other Supreme Court largely ap- 
pointed by Republican presidents, 
there was bound to be a lot of 
partisan criticism levelled at the 
decisions of the new Court. 

You have undoubtedly read and 


heard the Court criticized because 
of the issuance of dissenting opin- 
ions, that is, because decisions were 
rendered by divided Courts. 

Sometimes there is much heat 
in these dissenting opinions, and 
this is played up. In this connec- 
tion you should be warned not to 
forget the reportorial propensities 
to play such situations up. It 
should be borne in mind that we 
have had opinions rendered by a 
divided Court almost from the day 
of establishment of the Court. In 
the beginning each judge gave his 
separate opinion in each case as 
his name was called; this following 
the custom in England. 

I should like to comment on this 
subject. 


It should be explained that the 
Court, unlike most organizations, 
is required to make its proceedings 
a matter of public record. It should 
also be borne in mind that the 
emergencies of the times, the per- 
plexities of problems involved, the 
drive of work and the fact that de- 
cisions can emerge only from a con- 
junction of separate minds, make 
for heat. Speaking to this subject, 
I would like to call to your atten- 
tion the following article lately 
appearing in a national magazine. 
“IT can think of nothing more alarm- 
ing than that the Justices should 
come to be of a single mind, for 
unanimity among able and wide 
awake men can be had only on the 
assumption that ancient wisdom 
should not be disturbed or through 
the practice of suppressing the 
views of those who cannot get 
along. Against the dry rot of mu- 
tual agreement the whole tradition 
of the Court is set. A powerful 
prod to excellence is that ‘the opin- 
ion of the Court’ must take the 
fire of its members, that arguments 
pro and contra shall have equal 
access to the reports. Our courts 


have decreed that justice in the 
making shall be subject to critical 
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analysis of the Bench, the profes- 
sion and the public.” 

Chief Justice Charles E. Hughes, 
in an address commemorating the 
150th anniversary of the Supreme 
Court, said, in speaking of that 
Court: 

“Tt does most of its work without 
special public attention to particu- 
lar decisions. But ever and anon 
arise questions which excite an in- 
tense public interest, are divisive 
in character, dividing the opinion 
of lawyers as well as laymen. How- 
ever serious the division of opin- 
ion, these cases must be decided. 
It should occasion no surprise that 
there should be acute differences 
of opinion on difficult questions of 
constitutional law when in every 
other field of human achievement, 
in art, theology, and even on the 
highest levels of scientific research, 
there are expert disputants. The 
more weighty the question, the 
more serious the debate, the more 
likely is the opportunity for honest 
and expert disagreement. This is 
a token of vitality. It is fortunate 
and not regrettable that the av- 
enues of criticism are open to all, 
whether they denounce or praise. 
This is a vital part of the demo- 
cratic process. The essential thing 
is that the independent, the fear- 
lessness, the impartial thought, and 
conscientious motives of those who 
decide should both exist and be 
recognized.” 

It seems to me that these quota- 
tions answer the criticisms which 
we are discussing. 


LACK OF STARE DECISIS 

The Supreme Court of the United 
States has been attacked on an- 
other ground or was some ten or 
fifteen years ago. You will re- 
member that the members of the 
present Court have been for the 
most part appointed since 1936. 
The criticism was and is that this 
new Court has overruled some 
twenty previous decisions of the 


Supreme Court, and there is the 
further criticism that since 1936 
no act of Congress, with one or two 
minor exceptions, have been de- 
clared unconstitutional. 


Since 1936 it is apparent that the 
dominent attitude of the Court has 
been that of deference to the leg- 
islative effort of Congress. 


It has likewise been suggested 
that because of the overruling of 
so many prior decisions, a lack of 
stability exists. That is, lawyers 
cannot foretell the decisions of the 
Supreme Court. Here we should 
consider the possibility that those 
persons complaining of the lack of 
what we call stare decisis, or the 
lack of certainty as to the law, 
were and are men, including law- 
yers, concerned in preventing the 
changes resulting from the deci- 
sions and the social advances in- 
volved. Likewise we should al- 
ways have in mind that those per- 
sons who assert that the Court 
should invalidate acts of Congress 
may not particularly be interested 
in the division of powers between 
the judicial and the executive and 
the legislative, or between the 
state governments and the cen- 
tral government or other consti- 
tutional questions, but may be con- 
cerned with invalidating the stat- 
utes passed by the Congress repre- 
senting the majority of the people; 
that is, they may want a second 
chamber to pass judgment on the 
propriety of the statutes passed by 
the Congress after they had failed 
to keep the Congress from pass- 
ing the acts involved. They may 
want a second line of defense to 
hold in check the will of the major- 
ity as expressed by Congress. 

As far as judicial restriction is 
concerned, the way is now open 
within the general scope of the 
powers granted, to the exercise of 
such breadth of power by Con- 
gress as it deems necessary for the 
protection of the public welfare 
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and for carrying out the will of the 
majority. 

The current changes in the pro- 
cess of judicial interpretation do 
not represent current distortions 
of the Constitution or efforts on the 
part of the Court to escape from 
their legitimate responsibilities. 
Instead in a very real sense the 
Supreme Court is merely revert- 
ing to earlier conceptions of con- 
stitutional phraseology and the 
place of the judiciary in the federal 
system. The withdrawal of the 
Supreme Court from the excessive 
exercise of restraining power has 
in my opinion had the effect of re- 
storing the proper relations among 
the three branches of the federal 
system. 

Under these circumstances it 
now becomes possible for the leg- 
islative and executive branches of 
the Government to exercise the 
powers conferred by the Constitu- 
tion in terms of the will of the 
people as that will is expressed 
by electoral machinery and dis- 
covered by collateral devices for 
the measurement of public opin- 
ion. 

In order to better understand the 
question we are discussing, it is 
necessary that certain historical 
background be investigated. 


You will remember that after 
the Revolution this nation nearly 
died at childbirth, because of the 
inability to unify sovereignty con- 
scious ex-colonies. 

Thereafter a constitutional con- 
vention, excluding the public la- 
bored for one hundred days and 
produced the document, i.e., the 
Constitution of the United States, 
that was in effect a revolutionary 
coup d’etat. Then came the process 
of establishing a stable government 
under the constitution. Crises fol- 
lowed crises. First, states in the 
North threatened to secede on ac- 
count of their commercial rights 
and interests, and then the South 


over slavery. ‘ 

During this period a most im- 
portant factor in developing our 
central government was the United 
States Supreme Court, especially 
while under the leadership of its 
Chief Justice, John Marshall. He 
strove for a broad interpretation 
ef the Constitution. That is, he 
was for a construction which en- 
larged rather than restricted the 
powers of the central government 
under the Constitution. Likewise, 
Marshall established that the Su- 
preme Court had the power to 
annul acts of Congress and acts of 
the state legislatures when they 
conflicted with the Constitution. 
Under him the Supreme Court, 
and not the states determined what 
powers the central government 
possessed and so long as he influ- 
enced the Supreme Court those 
powers were sufficient. You might 
be interested in a very important 
case decided by Chief Justice Mar- 
shall, which affected the develop- 
ment of our central government. 
That was the decision in Marbury 
v. Madison. 

John Adams was the President. 
Thomas Jefferson was elected as 
his successor. Adams was to go 
out of office on March 4, 1801. In 
the dying days of the Adams Ad- 
ministration Congress increased the 
number of Federal Courts and re- 
organized the judiciary in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. President Adams 
quickly filled the new places with 
judges that were strongly anti- 
Jeffersonians, and he gave the 
Chief Justiceship to Jefferson’s 
deep enemy, John Marshall. Thus 
Jefferson and his party when they 
came to power found their oppo- 
nents securely in control of one 
main branch of the Government. 
They repealed the act creating the 
new Judgeships, and they refused 
to deliver the commissions of four 


new Justices of the Peace appoint- 
ed for the District of Columbia. 
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These appointments had been con- 
firmed on March 3rd, the last day 
of office for John Adams. The 
commissions had been signed by 
the President and sealed by Mar- 
shall, who was then Secretary of 
State, but they had not been de- 
livered. President Jefferson ord- 
ered that they be withheld. The 
four appointees then applied to the 
Supreme Court to compel Madison, 
the new Secretary of State, to de- 
liver the commissions. Mr. Mar- 
bury was one of the appointees. 
The Court held that they had a 
right to the commissions. The 
Court held likewise that the law 
provided a remedy to compel the 
issuance of the commissions, i.e. 
the writ of mandamus. The third 
question involved was whether the 
Supreme Court, as distinguished 
from a lower Court, had a right 

in the first instance to issue such 
'awrit. This power was given to 
the Supreme Court by the Judic- 
iary Act of 1789. The Court, 
through its Chief Justice John 
Marshall, held that this Act of 
Congress, was’ unconstitutional 
since it attempted to enlarge the 
original jurisdiction of the Court. 
It will be noted, however, that the 
Court held that Mr. Marbury and 
the others were rightfully appoint- 
ed and entitled to their commis- 
sion. 


This simple case was used to pro- 
mulgate the rule of Judicial Re- 
view, that is, that Acts of Con- 
gress might be nullified by the 
Supreme Court; a rule of law that 
vitally affected the development of 
our republic. 

As I have said before, Marshall 
over great opposition fostered and 
established the policy of constru- 
ing the constitution broadly to find 
therein the powers deemed neces- 
sary to firmly establish the Nation- 
al Government. He used this lan- 
guage in 1824, in an opinion in a 
very celebrated case: 


“Powerful and ingenious minds, 
taking as postulates that the pow- 
ers expressly granted to the gov- 
ernment of the Union are to be 
construed by constructions into the 
narrowest possible compass, and 
that the original powers of States 
are retained, if any possible con- 
struction will retain them, may, 
by a course of well-digested but 
refined and metaphysical reason- 
ing, founded on these principles, 
explain away the Constitution of 
our country and leave it a magnifi- 
cent structure indeed, to look at, 
but totally unfit for use.” 


From the beginning of our re- 
public the pendulum has swung 
between a broad construction of 
the Constitution of the United 
States and a narrow one. While 
we were developing, Chief Justice 
Marshall and Hamilton and others 
of that school favored a broad con- 
struction, and by that I mean a 
construction which gave the cen- 
tral government broad powers. 
You will remember that the Con- 
stitution uses general words. For 
instance, the Constitution says that 
the Congress shall have power “to 
regulate commerce * * * among the 
several states and with the Indian 
tribes;” that the Congress shall 
have power “to lay and collect 
taxes;” “to provide for the com- 
mon defense and general welfare”; 
also to make all laws which shall 
be necessary and proper for carry- 
ing into exercise the foregoing 
powers. It can be seen that these 
are general powers. You can see 
that where the Constitution gives 
the Congress power “to regulate 
commerce among the _ several 
states” that there would be ques- 
tions arising as to what is com- 
merce among the several states. 
Where the Congress has power to 
provide for the general welfare of 
the United States, you can see 
that many questions would arise. 


From the beginning Thomas 
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Jefferson and his followers were 
of the opinion that the central 
government should have no powers 
except those expressly granted, 
all other powers being reserved to 
the States. You can see that the 
Court because of this position 
would be constantly required to 
decide cases involving the inter- 
pretation of the Constitution, and 
that these would be important de- 
cisions. 

Prior to the Civil War, while 
many state acts were invalidated, 
only two acts of Congress were 
held invalid by the Supreme Court 
of the United States.(1) 

It seems clear that it was prefer- 
able, and more in accordance with 
our scheme of constitutional gov- 
ernment that policies of the Coun- 
try be decided by the Congress, the 
elected representatives of the peo- 
ple, and that their decisions should 
govern unless they acted clearly 
outside the Constitution. The Court 
should not decide cases based on 
its opinion of the propriety of acts 
of Congress from a policy stand- 
point. 

In 1905 in the case of Lochner v. 
New York, Mr. Justice Holmes so 
stated when he said: 


“A constitution is not intended 
to embody a particular economic 
theory, whether of paternalism and 
the organic relation of the citizen 
to the State or of Laissez faire. 
It is made for people of fundament- 
ally differing views, and the acci- 
dent of our finding certain opin- 
ions natural and familiar or novel 
and even shocking ought not to 
conclude our judgment upon the 
question whether statutes embody- 
ing them conflict with the Consti- 
tution of the United States.” 

The Court’s decisions under Mar- 
shall favoring a broad construction, 
were a factor in allowing the fed- 
eration to develop, and in allowing 
this congregation of states to be- 
come a nation. 


The Constitution was adopted in 
1787. In the first hundred years, 
or up until 1887, the Supreme 
Court had invalidated only 20 acts 
of Congress (two before the Civil 
War). In the fifteen years be- 
tween 1920 and 1935, the Court 
nullified more Acts of Congress 
than in the first 100 years of its 
existence. These cases in which 
the Court held acts of Congress in- 
valid were acts for the most part 
attempting to regulate commerce 
between the states, and a study of 
the cases reveals that the Court in- 
tervened to defeat congressional 
efforts to guarantee civil rights to 
negroes, to regulate hours of work, 
to outlaw child labor, to assist hard 
pressed farmers, and to democrat- 
ize the tax system. It has been 
said that almost every instance of 
judicial nullification of congres- 
sional acts appears now to have 
been a mistaken one. In many— 
perhaps in most instances—the 
mistake has been (after a decent 
interval) conceded and corrected 
by the Court itself. 

Prior to 1936 the Court was com- 
posed of rather aged men who had 
become very conservative and who 
it is claimed believed it within their 
jurisdiction to inject their philoso- 
phy of government into the consid- 
eration of the constitutionality of 
laws passed by Congress. It adopt- 
ed a rather narrow construction of 
that clause of the Constitution 
which gave the power to Congress 
to regulate interstate commerce 
thus voiding certain regulatory and 
social measures attempted by Con- 
gress, presumably representing the 
majority opinion of the country. 

Generally speaking, it can be 
said that the Judiciary is the most 
conservative branch of govern- 
ment. There is what is known as 


a legal lag between adjustments 
in civilization as a whole and ad- 
justments in the legal pattern, but 
the latter tend to take their shape 
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from the former. 

For instance, you will remem- 
ber the case of Hammer v. Dagen- 
heart decided in 1918. In this case 
Mr. Justice Holmes dissented. This 
case held that Congress was with- 
out power to exclude the products 
of child labor from interstate com- 
merce. This is one of the cases 
that was later reversed by the 
present Supreme Court. Speaking 
on this general subject of strict or 
broad construction of the Consti- 
tution, Mr. Justice White, in ad- 
dressing the American Bar Asso- 
ciation in 1914, spoke as follows: 

“There is great danger, it seems 
to me, to arise from the constant 
habit which prevails where any- 
thing is opposed or objected to, 
of resorting without rhyme or rea- 
son to the Constitution as a means 
of preventing its accomplishment, 
thus creating the general impres- 
sion that the Constitution is but a 
barrier to progress instead of being 
the broad highway through which 
alone true progress may be en- 
joyed.” 

I believe that it was inevitable 
that the Court would swing to a 
broader and more liberal construc- 
tion of the Constitution; that to 
do otherwise would make a more 
perfect federal union in a changing 
world impossible. 


You are aware of the fact that 
in 1936 Mr. Roosevelt was re-elect- 
ed by a popular majority over ten 
million votes and that he carried 
every state in the union but two, 
—Maine and Vermont. Demo- 
cratic victories in State and Con- 
gressional elections were equally 
overwhelming. This was _ inter- 
preted as a mandate of the peo- 
ple to accomplish certain social ad- 
vancements and to put into effect 
certain political and economic pol- 
icies. 

However, the Supreme Court 
immediately invalidated two of the 
“New Deal” legislative acts—the 


National Industrial Recovery Act 
and the Bituminous Coal Conser- 
vation Act of 1935. 

It was after these two decisions 
that the President suggested that 
the thinking which inspired them 
dated from the “horse and buggy 
days”. 

During the years 1935 and 1936 
eleven decisions established bar- 
riers to much of the “New Deal” 
programme. 


It will be remembered that at 
that time seven of the nine mem- 
bers of the Supreme Court had 
been appointed by Republican 
Presidents; that when such social 
legislation was held unconstitu- 
tional, what is known as the Court 
packing attempt was made. This 
created a furor over the country. 
The Bar almost unanimously op- 
posed it, and the attempt was de- 
feated, and rightfully so. However, 
during the discussion the Justices 
seemed to weaken and broadly in- 
terpreted the commerce clause in 
a case known as the “Jones and 
Laughlin” case, and these justices 
who were for the most part very 
aged men, retired and within a 
few years the Court was almost 
entirely re-made. There finally 
evolved a court with seven judges 
appointed by a Democratic presi- 
dent. Under the new Court the 
trend of its decisions affecting the 
constitutionality of acts of the Con- 
gress and of state legislatures im- 
mediately changed. As Mr. Justice 
Stone put it—there was a “historic 
shift of emphasis in constitutional 
interpretation.” 

It is a historical fact that orig- 
inally the Federalist party, and un- 
til lately the Republican party, 
have been the parties advocating a 
strong central government. Jef- 
ferson was afraid of a strong cen- 
tral government, and the party suc- 
ceeding his party, i. the Demo- 
cratic party at a later period 
espoused state’s rights including 


EE —————e 
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the right of a state to secede. 

In considering which interpre- 
tation is the proper one, we should 
not give too much attention to 
those persons who do not have so 
much interest in the philosophy 
involved, as opposition and objec- 
tion to any legislation which might 
regulate them or affect them, or 
disturb the “status quo.” 

For instance, there is the case 
of the farmer in North Carolina 
who in 1918 successfully challeng- 
ed the Federal Child Labor Act as 
a legitimate exercise of the com- 
merce power. He (or those using 
him) objected to federal interfer- 
ence with the right of his two 
sons, one under the age of 14, and 
the other between the age of 14 
and 16, to work in a cotton mill. 
This case was taken to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 
One wonders whether if the farm- 
er could afford to litigate clear up 
to the Supreme Court of the 
United States to have this Act held 
unconstitutional, he could not af- 
ford to send his sons to school 
rather than have them hired out 
to a cotton mill. It is apparent that 
this constitutional objection was 
raised to permit the employment 
of minors in mills, even though 
modern thought opposed such a 
practice. 

I think it can be said that since 
1789 the general trend in our Coun- 
try has been away from laissez 
faire toward government regula- 
tion of industry, away from states 
rights and toward Nationalism, 
and incident thereto there has been 
a trend toward federal regulation 
of commerce between the: states 
and an enlargement of the scope of 
such commerce. 

Chief Justice Taft, in the case of 
Board of Trade v. Olsen, in advo- 
cating a broad construction of the 
Constitution, speaking of the case 
of Swift & Company v. United 
States, said: 


“That case was a milestone in 
the interpretation of the commerce 
clause of the Constitution. It rec- 
ognized the great changes and de- 
velopment in the business of this 
vast country, and drew again the 
dividing line between interstate 
and intrastate commerce where the 
Constitution intended it to be. It 
refused to permit local incidents 
of great interstate movement, 
which, taken alone, were _ intra- 
state, to characterize the move- 
ment as such. The Swift case 
merely fitted the commerce clause 
to the real and practical essence of 
modern business growth.” 

In the Swift v. United States 
case, there was resistance to the 
enforcement of the Sherman Act 
on the ground that the packing 
business was local and not inter- 
state. 

The Court, however, found that 
the activities of the meat packers 
constituted a “current of commerce 
among the states.” 

Likewise, the Shreveport case in 
1914 (involving the Interstate Com- 
merce Act) broadened the area of 
commerce which the federal gov- 
ernment might regulate. 


As I have said before, the atti- 
tude of the present Supreme Court 
in passing on laws passed by Con- 
gress, is one of deference, that is, 
Congress will not be interfered 
with in its decisions as to what our 
policy should be, except in clear 
cases of constitutional violation; 
there is an attitude of Judicial Re- 
straint. This will, of course, in- 
crease the powers of the Federal 
Congress. As to the propriety of 
the Court’s attitude, may I quote 
Mr. Justice Jackson of the Supreme 
Court. He said: 


“It has never seemed to me that 
it is the function of the judiciary, 
notwithstanding the immense 


grant of power to it under our sys- 
tem, to try to determine what the 
philosophy or policy of our or- 
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ganized society shall be. That must 
be decided at the polls. In the 
nature of things great movements 
and currents of economic or politi- 
cal life will not, and should not, 
submit to judicial control. We 
must be careful not to obstruct 
or discredit the legislative and ex- 
ecutive power, if for no better rea- 
son, because our judicial power is 
no substitute for that of the legis- 
lature or executive in dealing with 
matters that so threaten us. On the 
other hand, since Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Coke bluntly told King James 
that while the King was under no 
man, he was under God and the 
law, we of common-law tradition 
have believed that not only govern- 
ment itself but every other group 
must function within the law, that 
transgression should be impartial- 
ly punished and aggressions out- 
side the law restrained. If these 
duties pose problems of difficulty 
in normal times, they throw up al- 
most insoluble ones in times like 
these. We can only do our best 
from day to day, humble in the 
certainty that time will prove us 
in many things to have been 
wrong.” 

This judicial condonation of leg- 
islative acts, of course, puts re- 
sponsibility on the political agen- 
cies which remain free to respond 
to popular pressure for change. 

We must accept the fact that a 
Constitutional revolution has oc- 
curred since the days of Vandeven- 
ter, McReynolds, Sutherland and 
Butler. Its beginning first ap- 
peared as the backwash of the 
great worldwide economic depres- 
sion which engulfed the nation in 
the late 1920’s and early 1930's; 
it may even have had its first im- 
petus during the presidency of 
Theodore Roosevelt. In my opin- 
ion the change was inevitable. 

There is this epigram in the old 
testament: 


“How forcible are right words” 


It has been said: 

“The inn that shelters for the 
night is not the journey’s end, the 
law like a traveler must be ready 
for the morrow. It must have a 
principle of growth.” 

You can understand, I believe, 
that in a country of our size with 
our complicated economy, it is 
necessary that the Constitution be 
given a broad construction and 
that Congress have broad powers 
to meet changing and developing 
conditions. We have seen changes 
in the activities of Government 
with respect to industry, agricul- 
ture, management and labor, and 
in many other respects. Our con- 
cept of freedom is taking on a larg- 
er meaning. Our generation is 
thinking of the threat to freedom 
which comes from poverty, from 
insecurity and the slums, from so- 
cial and economic conditions in 
which human being cannot be free. 
The concept of a democratic form 
of government has been re-inter- 
preted. 

It has been said that democracy 
is the government of the people 
and for the people, but its limits 
were not generally determined by 
the political concept of the 18th 
Century. Rather it is a growing 
dynamic faith, a perpetually evol- 
ving adjustment between freedom 
and justice, between individual 
rights and the demands of society. 


As the trend of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court is to uphold 
acts of Congress, unless clearly 
violative of the Constitution, re- 
lief must be obtained for the most 
part through Congress itself, and 
not by having the Court declare 
such acts of Congress unconstitu- 
tional. This in my opinion is the 
proper attitude for our courts to 
take. 

Here may I again refer to the 
attitude of Mr. Justice Holmes in 
support of this conclusion as it 
appears in Mr. Frankfurter’s book, 


i 
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“Mr. Justice Holmes and the Su- 
preme Court”: 

“The Justice deferred so abun- 
dantly to legislative judgment on 
economic policy because he was 
profoundly aware of the extent to 
which social arrangements are con- 
ditioned by time and _ circum- 
stanes, and of how fragile, in sci- 
entific proof, is the ultimate val- 
idity of a particular economic ad- 
justment. He knew that there was 
no authoritative fund of social wis- 
dom to be drawn upon for answers 
to the perplexities which vast new 
material resources had brought. 
And so he was hesitant to oppose 
his own opinion to the economic 
views of the legislature. But his- 
tory had also taught him that, 
since social development is a pro- 
cess of trial and error, the fullest 
opportunity for the free play of 
the human mind was an indispen- 
sable prerequisite.” 

Likewise, in my opinion the size 
of our country, its many activities 
and our complicated and growing 
economy demand today a strong 
central government, this in the in- 
terest of the General Welfare. 
Likewise, in my opinion the trend 
of the courts’ decisions broadly 
construing the powers granted to 
the central government by the 
Constitution is the proper and 
necessary one to enable our Gov- 
ernment to meet the constantly oc- 
curring and ever changing prob- 
lems and situations, and to meet 
and master the problems of each 
day. 

In this period of social and eco- 
nomic adjustment, legal interpre- 
tations have had to be drastically 
changed or modified if the law was 
to be kept in harmony with the 
changing needs of society. 

If the Supreme Court found and 
finds these decisions difficult, and 
if the judges among themselves at 
times disagree, we ought to phrase 
our criticisms, if any, “in the light 


of the weight and dimensions of 
the burdens which rest upon 
them.” 

If reversal of older cases caused 
and still causes attorneys to be 
perplexed as to what the law is, 
and still makes it difficult for them 
to advise correctly, this disadvan- 
tage was and is of minor import- 
ance and not worth considering in 
this tumultous age. 

It is my considerate judgment 
that nothing has occurred to di- 
minish confidence in our Courts, 
Federal or State, in litigation be- 
tween citizens or in those cases 
which involve individual liberty, 
protected by the sacred guarantees 
of the Bill of Rights. The admini- 
stration of justice, according to 
law, in controversies between indi- 
viduals, goes forward as steadily 
today as at any time in the his- 
tory of courts. Justice between 
men is in fact meted out more 
surely because of the moderniza- 
tion of our procedures and prac- 
tices. State and federal courts 
vigilantly uphold freedom of 
speech, and worship, the right of 
peaceable assembly, the right to 
have one’s home treated as his 
castle, the right to be free from un- 
warranted searches and seizures, 
the right of bail and the right to 
trial by jury, when life and liberty 
are involved; the right to be repre- 
sented by counsel. All of the 
rights of the individual are upheld 
even in those cases involving sub- 
versive conduct which have lately 
fretted the patience of our people. 

As I said at the beginning of this 
address—in this country and in 
England man has attained his high- 
est achievement in the administra- 
tion of justice. I would like in 
conclusion to repeat a paragraph 
from the address of the Hon. Leon- 
ard A. Brockinton, K. C., at Phila- 
delphia, at a meeting of the Amer- 
ican Bar Association. He said: 


“The law in its majesty and its 
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real grandeur is never on the side 
of oppression or of violence or of 
unfaith or murder. In its noblest 
moods it stands in compassion by 
the side of the Man with the Hoe, 
in the cell of the persecuted and 
by the funeral pyre of the martyr. 
It stands wherever a man holds his 
head erect and speaks the truth 


MISSOURI VALLEY REGIONAL 
MEETING OF THE 
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 


Program plans for the great Mis- 
souri Valley Regional Meeting of 
the American Bar Association are 
now in their final stage. This meet- 
ing is to be held in Omaha on April 


' 30, May 1 and May 2, and will in- 


clude lawyers from Wyoming, 
South Dakota, Iowa, Missouri, Kan- 
sas and North Dakota as well as 
the members of the Nebraska bar. 

Practical “workshop” sessions 
patterned along the lines of our 
institute programs will be present- 
ed by Sections of the American 
Bar Association. Participating sec- 
tions will be those of Real Estate, 
Probate and Trust Law; Insurance 
Law; Taxation, and Mineral Law, 
the latter stressing oil and gas law. 
A program of particular interest 
to the younger lawyer and the law 
student will be presented by the 
Junior Bar Conference of the 
American Bar Association, which 
conference is also collaborating 
with the Section on Mineral Law 
in presenting the program dealing 
with Oil and Gas Law. 

The American Law Student As- 
sociation, an organization of stu- 
dents in accredited law schools, 
will hold meetings in conjunction 
with the Regional Meeting and will 
participate in all activities. 

A public affairs assembly will 


that is within him. It stands wher- 
ever great souls and minds fight 
against bigotry and darkness. For 
the law is the language of free- 
dom and of free men.” 


(1) Marberry- v. Madison, 1803, and 
Dred Scott v. Sandford, 1857. 





ROBERT G. STOREY 
President, American 
Bar Association 


be held in the beautiful auditorium 
of Joslyn Memorial on the evening 
of Friday, May 1. The Joslyn Au- 
ditorium will also be the scene of 
a most interesting demonstration 
of trial procedure on Friday after- 
noon and Saturday morning. This 
practical demonstration has been 
arranged by Clifford W. Gardner 
of St. Paul who will have as mem- 
bers of his panel Judge Gustavus 
A. Loevinger, also of St. Paul and 
Hon. Sidney P. Gislason of New 
Ulm, Minnesota. This bids fair 
to be one of the high points of in- 
terest during the entire regional 
meeting. Each participant is a 
recognized expert in his field and 
a fast moving, instructive program 
may be expected. 

Social events include a dinner 
at the Omaha Livestock Exchange, 
noon luncheons, a tour of Boys 
Town, a tea and style show espe- 
cially for the ladies, and a tour of 
Joslyn Memorial. 


we 
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Any member of the Association 
who has not made an advance res- 
ervation is urged to do so without 
delay as attendance will be re- 
stricted to registrants and as to 
some events a limit may have to 
be placed upon the number to be 
admitted. If you have not already 
done so, send your registration fee 


of $5 and your request for hotel ac- 
commodations to George H. Turn- 
er, Director, 2413 State House, Lin- 
coln. Remember you do not need 
to be a member of the American 
Bar Association to attend, and re- 
member also that especial enter- 
tainment is being planned for your 
wife, so bring her along. 


THE ASSOCIATION’S BUDGET — WHERE 
YOUR MONEY GOES 


Every active member of this as- 
sociation pays annual dues in the 
amount of $10 if he has been ad- 
mitted to the bar more than five 
years; for his first five years of 
practice each member pays dues 
of $5 per year and each inactive 
member pays $2 per year. From 
these three sources the association 
has an annual income of slightly 
over $20,000. The question is fre- 
quently asked by members who 
have not examined the annual 
audit, “What becomes of all this 
money?” An annual audit of re- 
ceipts and disbursements is made 
a part of the report of the proceed- 
ings of each annual meeting, but 
like the fine print in an insurance 


policy, many members overlook 
this source of information. The 
purpose of this article, therefore, 
is to make an analysis of the fi- 
nancial structure of your associa- 
tion and explain both its receipts 
and its expenditures. A full audit 
report for the 1952 association year 
follows and each item will be sepa- 
rately discussed. The period cov- 
ered is from October 1, 1951 to 
September 30, 1952. These dates 
vary slightly from year to year as 
the audit is always made to the 
beginning of the month next pre- 
ceding the holding of our annual 
meeting. 
The audit follows: 


NEBRASKA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION STATEMENT OF CASH 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
OCTOBER 1, 1951 to SEPTEMBER 30, 1952 


Receipts: 
Active Members’ Dues: 


Dag te tee ee ene ee ee ee eee 19,710.00 


RD eee ae os 1,564.00 
RO epee hee ee a nn ect ae aaa 12.00 
SR a es Sy aS cee a Ce 10.00 
NEN liek eth Repent igs aa soe Se ee ie oe 10.00 
BREE cose es a tee ota oe tee eeee ees 10.00 
DO Site ee Sates ee a ee es, 5.00 
es ed ee ein aa ou agua e 4.00 
I or oe nl ee eee ang 4.00 
ag oc ee ee sees 4.00 
se a a ee rs he at 4.00 
EE ee ee ee ee eee eee 4.00 
ee le ee ee 4.00 
Ee ES ee ee ee eee 4.00 
PEE Seneseeu tote Sends eee ae a ene e ene 3.00 
TE ia clase iy pa rc Hr ee ies ee ee DR Ra sh 3.00 


10. 
15.00 19,725.00 


1,645.00 
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Overpayment of Dues 


Slits act iett  O Reee ie | ey Se re 49.00 
ee ee eee eee eee ea ee 49.00 
Roeeervea for Bemomenta ......2.....2 6. et 9.75 
Less: Payment to Nebraska State Library --__-__-- 9.75 
Commission on Sale of Books ~................:...... 10.50 
Nitiaus Disbarment. ............__.- AS ES ER AE Te 1,030.94 
fess: Diparment Expense —................... 1... 625.94 405.00 
MOR NRINUURNNE 3 Soh a ae a nd Bot a Se 1.00 
ee BE oe ned 21,786.50 
Disbursements: 
eens SEL PIII NON 3 8 aes 4,593.20 
Office Supplies, Printing, Stationery and Postage ___-__-____-____ 1,647.88 
Nebraska Law Review, including publication of Proceedings ________ 4,683.87 
ee ee rere ee eae eae A ed oe ee 913.34 
Rpesvwe Coumen Tapenses .....2 8. eee cece 609.00 
Te Ah. CAN os ena souetecUs seat erie ee ees 276.95 
ee eS ee ee ee ee epee uname 476.99 
American Bar Association Meetings ........_...............«....- 1,491.30 
POON COE no os cee ae 84.97 
Neurasca ‘state Sar Journal .....................---. 434.83 
eee” “MII ete ee 115.00 319.83 
NONE oo cron neces ceecaiae cases eeee see ees 49.42 
Committee on Coordination with American Bar Association _____- 25.00 
SE EE OID ee en eee eens ee 38.78 
Committee en County Law Libraries. ._.....__... sn 1.00 
Committee on Community Property Law -__-_---_---------__--_-_- 62.12 
Committee on Crime and Delinquency Prevention ________--_______-_ 141.64 
Commitee on Pupite Bemuoms —........ sn 382.95 
Committee on Lawyer Reference Plans -__---.----.--_-----_-_____- 66.35 
TEI @0t IO, oe ce eaameeeee 75.37 
Committee on Unauthorized Practice of Law ___-__------__--_____-_ 4.44 
enemmeuee: Ge: Tort Cramne 00 °c eat eck 25.00 
Committee on Cooperation with American Law Institute ___________- 273.91 
PRO GRONGION on on no ens ee eee 3,194.22 
Less: Receipts and Expenses Reimbursed ~-------~- 988.55 2,205.67 
Institute on Organizational Problems of Small Businesses ______-_- 1,139.37 
ae ee ae ee a ae SE 1,349.51 
Conference of Bar Association Presidents __-____-_---__--------_-_-_ 25.00 
cee, “eri Selewnmoins 2 8. ee 1,276.03 
Inaurance Gection Anneal Meeting -........................-i-... .22 
ON go ep ec ete meme. 46.85 
pe RG rene er eect el eee ay Oe ee RL ED 126.29 
ey Oe a ee eee 20.00 
Wei I 2 5 ce oe eee 25.00 
TONG oS he ce ei eta aee see ensakees naemeel te eae 100.00 
FOTAL DSB UM GUNG one eee nsenn ee cede nets 22,608.25 
Excess of Disbursements over Receipts .......-.-.-..--..---....-.___ 821.75 
Cael Talande Getcbor 2, 190? ..3n do oes kk cn a eee 3,385.26 
Excess of Disbursement over Receipts ............-..-.-...-.--22... 821.75 
Cash Balence GSaentember 80, 2908. 2-2... ee) 2,563.51 


For convenience and clarity “Re- come of the association for last 
ceipts” and “Disbursements” will year to be $21,786.50. The largest 
be separately discussed. single item consists of the dues of 

RECEIPTS: active members at $10 per year. 

The above shows the total in- The next largest is, of course, the 
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dues of inactive members at $2 
per year. In some respects this 
difference in dues is disproportion- 
ate to benefits received. The in- 
active member simply preserves 
the record of his admission. He 
may not vote nor hold office in 
the association and is not entitled 
to engage in the practice. He does, 
however, receive a subscription to 
the Nebraska Law Review which 
costs the association almost as 
much as the inactive member pays 
in dues. He does not receive the 
new publication called the Nebras- 
ka State Bar Journal. 

In addition to dues for the cur- 
rent year the association each year 
receives a small amount in back 
dues. Any member who has been 
suspended for non-payment of dues 
must pay up all arrearages as a 
condition of reinstatement. Each 
year finds a few who have never 
enrolled as either active or inac- 
tive members since integration of 
the bar in 1938. Some have been 
away from Nebraska and have not 
been aware that we are now an 
integrated bar. The licenses of all 
persons admitted to the bar prior 
to 1938 who did not enroll as either 
active or inactive members dur- 
ing that year were automatically 
suspended. When the former hold- 
ers of licenses seek to reinstate 
they are required to pay back dues 
as an inactive member from 1938 
to the date of reinstatement. 

The item “Received for Supple- 
ments” may cause question. Each 
year there are some members who 
do not realize that the Office of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, the 
State Library and the bar associa- 
tion are completely separate and 
maintain separate bank accounts. 
Without fail some member remits 
by one check a sum sufficient to 
pay his dues and to pay also an 
account owing the Clerk’s office 
or the library. Such over pay- 
ments must go through the asso- 


ciation books and checks drawn to 
transfer the amount of the remit- 
tance in excess of dues to the prop- 
er account. Such a transaction is 
a “wash” which neither adds to 
nor detracts from the general fi- 
nancial picture of the association. 

The small amount shown above 
as “Commission on Sale of Books” 
is derived from the sale of publica- 
tions of the American Law Insti- 
tute. These are the texts which 
are usually offered for sale in con- 
nection with institute programs. 
The revenue thus derived is small 
and will no longer appear at all 
as the American Law Institute has 
discontinued the practice of allow- 
ing a commission on sales. 

The next item of receipts repre- 
sents the collection by the associa- 
tion of court costs expended in the 
prosecution of.a disbarment case. 
When such cases occur the associa- 
tion pays all costs and in the event 
a conviction is secured obtains a 
judgment for such costs. An ef- 
fort is made by the secretary to 
recover such costs by execution if 
it appears that there is a reason- 
able likelihood that the defendant 
is financially able to pay. 

The item of receipts marked by 
the auditor as “miscellaneous” 
could arise from a number of 
sources but most frequently is the 
result of a trivial overpayment of 
dues by a member. Some mem- 
bers add a few cents to their re- 
mittance to cover postage. The 
bookkeeping nuisance involved is 
greatly in excess of the small 
amount of revenue derived. It 
rarely runs more than a dollar in 
any year. 


DISBURSEMENTS: 

“Salaries and Payroll Taxes”— 
$4593.20. 

This item represents all salaries 
paid by the association. The only 
officer who receives pay for his 
services is the Secretary-Treasurer, 
who is compensated on a part time 
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basis. The Secretary-Treasurer has 
one full time employee who acts 
as bookkeeper, stenographer, re- 
porter for committees and handles 
registration at annual meetings and 
institutes. 


“Office Supplies, Printing, Sta- 
tionery and Postage”—$1647.88. 

This item is just what the title 
implies and requires but brief ex- 
planation. The purchase of the 
ordinary supplies needed to run 
the association office is left by the 
Executive Council to the discre- 
tion of the Secretary-Treasurer as, 
obviously, it would be inefficient 
to require Council approval in ad- 
vance for the purchase of the office 
supplies, printing and _ stamps, 
needed to keep the office function- 
ing. The Secretary-Treasurer 
makes a monthly report to the 
President of all expenditures for 
the month just closed and submits 
a recapitulation of all expenditures 
at each meeting of the Executive 
Council. To date no item of rou- 
tine expenditure has ever been 
disapproved by the Council but it 
is within the power of that body 
to doso. This it is felt provides an 
adequate check upon the ordinary 
disbursements of association funds. 
Any major item of expenditure 
such as the purchase of equipment 
or the cost of a publication re- 
quires advance approval by the 
Council. (Note: The Secretary- 
Treasurer takes this opportunity 
to assure the membership that the 
members of the Council are fully 
as careful in the expenditure of 
association funds as if the money 
were their own). 

“Nebraska Law Review” — 
$4683.87 

This is the largest single expense 


of the association but is one which 


over the years has brought great 


-credit to the association for its part 


in publishing one of the really fine 
legal periodicals in America. As 


you all know the Review is a joint 


publication of the association and 
the University of Nebraska College 
of Law, and consists of four issues 
each year, one of which contains 
the report of the proceedings of 
the association annual meeting. 
This publication was launched in 
1920 under an arrangement by 
which the association and the Col- 
lege of Law divided the expense. 
The present publication arrange- 
ment between the association and 
the University authorities is that 
the association pays the entire cost 
of printing the issue which con- 
tains the annual meeting proceed- 
ings and one-third of the cost of 
each of the other three issues. As 
to these issues the Law College 
and members of the association 
contribute material for publication. 
The Nebraska Law Review has 
come a long way since its relative- 
ly humble beginning. It is recog- 
nized as one of the best periodicals 
of its kind in the country and pro- 
vides a wealth of source material 
for research. The cost of this ac- 
tivity has increased alarmingly in 
recent years due to constantly ris- 
ing publication costs. By way of 
comparison it may be noted that 
our printing cost is now $9.90 per 
page for 3500 copies compared with 
$4.50 per page a few short years 
ago. Some of this expense could 
be saved by printing only a sum- 
mary of the proceedings of the an- 
nual meeting but most lawyers 
agree that there is value in having 
an accurate transcription of all pro- 
ceedings and particularly that all 
section papers be published in full. 

“Directory” —$913.34. 

This is a required publication and 
in addition to being one of the 
most popular is probably our great- 
est bargain. The directory con- 
tains an alphabetical listing of all 
active and inactive members in 
good standing, a listing by coun- 
ties of all active members who are 


engaged in practice (as distinguish- 
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ed from judges and court clerks), 
the roster of all members of the 
state and federal judiciary, a list 
of all committee members and the 
Canons of Professional Ethics and 
the Canons of Judicial Ethics. Con- 
sidering the usefulness of the di- 
rectory its cost is nominal. 


“Executive Council Expense” — 
$609.00. 

The members of the Executive 
Council hold three or four meet- 
ings each year, usually in Lincoln 
or Omaha, at which they devote 
long hours to the business and 
policy affairs of the association. 
The members receive no compen- 
sation but are entitled to reim- 
bursement of expense of travel 
and hotel while attending such 
meetings. It should be noted that 
some members of the Council do 
not even file claim for such ex- 
pense items. It is submitted that 
it is not right that these men be 
permitted to give of their time and 
effort and not receive back their 
out of pocket expense. For the 
most part the Council members 
you have chosen have been of suf- 
ficient means to afford the expense 
but it does establish a bad prece- 
dent which could some day em- 
barrass a well qualified younger 
lawyer who may be elected to the 
Council but who can ill afford to 
contribute both his time and ex- 
pense. Nebraska is a large state 
and the expense of travel from one 
end to the other is not an incon- 
siderable sum. 

“Aid to Local Bars”—$276.95. 

Many local and district bar asso- 
ciations hold annual or semi-an- 
nual meetings which include either 
addresses or institute programs. 
Most such associations charge only 
nominal dues and cannot afford the 
expense of bringing speakers from 
any distance. Many years ago the 
Executive Council adopted a policy 
of defraying the expense of speak- 
ers at the meetings of such lccal 


groups. The amount of expense 
involved is not large but this 
policy makes it possible for local 
bar associations to hold much 
more useful meetings than would 
be possible without this aid from 
the state association. 

“Officers Expense”—$476.99. 

The president and secretary are 
frequently called upon to attend 
meetings of city, county and dis- 
trict bar associations. While the 
expense of travel involved is not 
great it would be too great a bur- 
den to expect these officers to per- 
sonally bear the expense of at- 
tending these meetings. 

“American Bar Association Meet- 
ings” —$1491.30. 

This item represents the out of 
pocket expense of three delegates 
to the House of Delegates of the 
American Bar Association, in at- 
tending annual and mid-year meet- 
ings of that body. The American 
Bar Association is the best source 
for obtaining speakers at our an- 
nual meetings and talent for our 
institute programs. The high qual- 
ity of our programs is the direct 
result of contacts within the Amer- 
ican Bar Association by your mem- 
bers of the House of Delegates. 
This expenditure pays dividends. 


“Advisory Committee”—$84.97. 

This is the committee charged 
with the duty of reviewing the 
action of Committees on Inquiry 
in disciplinary matters and with 
giving advisory opinions in mat- 
ters involving professional ethics. 

“Nebraska State Bar Journal”’— 
$319.83. 

This project is in its infancy but 
already has been greeted with en- 
thusiasm by association members. 
It is intended to be a “house organ” 
of interest to lawyers. It is not in- 
tended to replace the Nebraska 
Law Review but to supplement 
that publication. It is hoped that 


the Journal may be expanded and 
that ultimately the revenue de- 
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rived from the sale of advertising 
space will defray a large part of 
its cost. 


“All other Committees” — Total 
expense—$1145.98. 

Much of the constructive work 
of our association is done through 
its standing and special commit- 
tees. The amount listed above 
represents the entire cost for one 
year of this phase of association 
activity. Most of this money was 
spent to reimburse committee 
members for expense incurred in 
attending meetings. Just as in the 
case of the Executive Council, 
many committee members make 
no claim for travel expense but 
also like the situation with respect 
to the Executive Council, it is not 
fair to ask committee men to do- 
nate both their time and their 
money. If all committees were to 
function at a maximum and all 
members were to be reimbursed 
for their expense a much larger 
annual budget would be required. 

“Annual Convention” — net — 
$2205.67. 

The above net amount repre- 
sents the difference between all 
money spent in connection with 
the annual meeting and the return 
to the association derived from the 
sale of banquet and luncheon tick- 
ets. Included in this total are all 
the items entering into the cost of 
a convention from the printing of 
the program through the expense 
of procuring speakers. Here it 
should be emphasized that no 
speaker at any annual meeting has 
ever received an honorarium in 
any amount. They come at our in- 
vitation because of the good they 
can do and receive only their ac- 
tual expense of travel and enter- 
tainment. Your officers try very 
hard to make that entertainment 
sufficiently attractive that the in- 
dividual involved feels that he has 
been repaid for his efforts and goes 
to his home feeling that the law- 


yers of Nebraska are a grand group. 
All of this costs money but as a 
result of our policy the Nebraska 
State Bar Association enjoys an 
enviable reputation among the 
leaders of our profession who have 
in the past paid us a visit. 

“Institute on Organizational 
Problems of Small Businesses”— 
$1139.37. 

This great institute was held on 
the day preceding the 1951 annual 
meeting. The expense includes the 
cost of printing programs and re- 
imbursing speakers for their ex- 
pense in attending. This program 
featured three speakers; one from 
Iowa, one from Michigan and one 
from West Virginia. All three 
cheerfully contributed their time 
and talents and received only the 
actual expense of their travel and 
subsistence. 


“Federal Tax Institute” —$1349.51 

This annual series of tax clinics 
was presented in three towns 
throughout the state. As stated 
elsewhere in this issue, it would be 
relatively simple and inexpensive 
to conduct one institute at Lincoln 
or Omaha but if our present policy 
of taking the program out state 
is to be followed more expense 
is involved. The total attend- 
ance at the 1951 Tax Institute 
was 396, representing 115 towns 
throughout the state. Here, again, 
it should be emphasized that those 
who participate in these programs. 
receive nothing for their services. 
They contribute a full week of 
their time in presenting the insti- 
tute program plus countless hours. 
of preparation. 


“Conference of Bar Association 
Presidents”—$25.00. 

This is a national organization of 
bar association officers striving to 
help state and local bar association 
officers do a better job. The $25.00 
expenditure represents annual 
dues. 

“Roscoe Pound Lectureship — 
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$1276.03. 

This is an annual event sponsor- 
ed by the Nebraska State Bar As- 
sociation. A lectureship fund is 
being created by subscription but 
until the amount of the fund be- 
comes large enough to carry the 
expense of the annual lecture ser- 
ies, the cost is defrayed by the 
association. 

“Insurance Section Annual 
Meeting” — $51.22. 

Whenever one of the Sections ar- 
ranges a bang-up program for an 
annual meeting, there is usually 
involved the travel expense of a 
speaker or two. These section meet- 
ings make up most of the really 
worthwhile activity of the associa- 
tion. 

“Miscellaneous” — $46.85. 

This could be almost anything 
but is probably something for 
which the Auditor could not think 
of a classification. 

“Telephone and Telegraph” — 
$126.29. 

A part of the expense of operat- 
ing the office of the Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

“Refund Dues” — $20.00. 

Sometimes it happens that a 
member dies after paying his dues 
for the coming year but before the 
association year has actually be- 
gun. In such case a refund is made 
to the survivor. 

“Bond Premium” — $25.00. 

Your Secretary-Treasurer is un- 
der $10,000 bond. 


“Audit” — $100.00. 


Back in the days of the voluntary 
bar association very little money 
passed through the hands of the 
treasurer. Then it was the custom 
for the president to, appoint a com- 
mittee of three to meet with the 
treasurer during the annual meet- 
ing and receive his assurance that 
all was well. This was changed 
with integration and the fiscal 
management of the association be- 
came “big business”. From 1930 
to 1946 the Secretary-Treasurer re- 
ceived no compensation and since 
1946 has been compensated on a 
part time basis. With the advent 
of integration he resolved that he 
was not going to be “cussed” with- 
out being paid for it so he insisted 
upon an annual audit by a Certi- 
fied Public Accountant. The sum 
listed above is the price paid by 
the association for having a stub- 
born Secretary-Treasurer, who in- 
sists that some one else take a look 
at the books. 


This rambling account has been 
written in the hope that it will 
give the members a picture of the 
financial structure of their or- 
ganization. Your officers do not 
know how as much could be done 
with any less expense and feel 
equally sure that a larger budget 
would be productive of even great- 
er service by the association to ev- 
ery member. 


George H. Turner. 


NEBRASKA LAWYERS CHOSEN 


Two prominent members of the 
Nebraska Bar have been called to 
Washington by the new admini- 
stration to fill important posts in 
government. 

J. Lee Rankin, of Beghtol and 
Rankin, Lincoln, has been named 
by Attorney General Herbert 
Brownell as one of his top assist- 
ants. Mr. Rankin is a graduate of 


the University of Nebraska, Col- 
lege of Law and has practiced in 
Lincoln since 1930. He was serv- 
ing as a member of the Lincoln 
School Board at the time of his 
appointment to his new post but 
except for his service on the board 
has held no public office. 

Clarence A. Davis has been 
named as Solicitor of the Depart- 
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ment of the Interior and has as- 
sumed his new duties. Mr. Davis 
is a graduate of Nebraska Wes- 
leyan and Harvard Law School. 
His early practice was in Omaha 
but after serving as Attorney Gen- 
eral of Nebraska he entered the 
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Creighton Student Bar Associa- 
tion Host to Conference of 
American Law Student Asso- 
ciation 


The Creighton University Stu- 
dent Bar Association will be host 
to the Eighth Circuit Conference of 
the American Law Student Asso- 
ciation in Omaha on April 30 and 
May 1 and 2. Delegates from mem- 
ber schools in the states of Arkan- 
sas, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, North Dakota and South 
Dakota are expected to attend the 
conference. 

The A LS A Spring Regional 
Conferences are held in the various 
circuits to afford members of the 
Association an opportunity to ex- 
change information, to discuss mu- 
tual problems, and to conduct panel 
discussions on subjects of profes- 
sional interest. 

This year the circuit conference 
is of especial interest and value to 
student delegates because it will be 
held in conjunction with the Mis- 
souri Valley Regional Meeting of 
the American Bar Association on 
the same dates in Omaha. The pro- 
gram of the American Bar Associa- 


practice in Holdrege where he re- 
mained until moving to Lincoln 
twelve years ago. He has been 
President of the Nebraska State 
Bar Association and is now a mem- 
ber of the House of Delegates of 
the American Bar Association. 


The 


== re = Creighton University 


School of Law 


tion Meeting on Friday, May 1 
deals with Law Office Management 
and other subjects of special inter- 
est to the student and the younger 
practitioner. Delegates to the A 
L S A Conference will be afforded 
an opportunity to participate in all 
the events of the Regional Meet- 
ing. 

The Creighton University Stu- 
dent Bar Association is happy to 
have had a part in bringing the 
Circuit Conference of the Ameri- 
can Law Student Association to 
Omaha at the time of the Regional 
Conference. It feels that this co- 
ordination of activities directly 
supports the objectives of the 
American Law Student Associa- 
tion, which are as folows: 

“1. To introduce students to the 
professional problems and respon- 
sibilities they will face after ad- 
mission to the practice of law. 

“2. To promote the idea of pro- 
fessional responsibility and to ac- 
quaint law students with the op- 
portunities and obligations present 
to serve the public and to improve 
the administration of justice 
through the organized Bar. 

“3. To acquaint law students with 
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the nature and activities of the 
American Bar Association and of 
local and state bar associations; to 
foster a closer relationship between 
the future lawyers and present 
members of the legal profession; 
and to train law students for fu- 
ture participation in the American 
Bar Association, its Junior Bar 
Conference and the local and state 
bar associations.” 

The American Law Student As- 
sociation, since its organization in 
St.’ Louis, Missouri on September 
5, 1949, under sponsorship of the 
American Bar Association and the 
Junior Bar Conference, has _ be- 
come a part of law school life in 
most of the country’s approved law 
schools. It has had a phenomenal 
development both locally and na- 
tionally. At the present time, of 
the nation’s 124 approved law 
schools 103 have affiliated with 
the ALS A. 

Mr. Thomas A. Walsh, Law 2, 
Creighton University, is Chairman 
of the local Committee making 
plans for the Circuit Conference. 


State Bar President Creighton 

Law Day Speaker 

Mr. Laurens Williams, President 
of the Nebraska State Bar Associa- 
tion, will be the speaker at the 
annual Law Day dinner at the 
Rome Hotel on May 11. Law Day 
is the climax of the school year and 
traditionally the most significant 


ee 


social event. 


Faculty Members Publish Arti- 
cles 


Mr. Richard Kelley, Assistant 
Professor of Law, is author of an 
article in the December issue of 
the California Law Review en- 
titled: “Functional Discounts Un- 
der the Robinson-Pattman Act.” 

Mr. John Irwin, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Law, is the author of an 
article in the December issue of 
the South Carolina Law Review 
entitled: “Secondary Boycott Un- 
der the Taft-Hartley Act.” 


Legal Research Service Provides 
Valuable Training 


Advanced law students have pre- 
pared twenty opinions so far this 
year on legal questions submitted 
by practicing attorneys in Nebras- 
ka. This legal research service 
was inaugurated a year ago as an 
educational device and an aid to 
attorneys with limited library fa- 
cilities. Attorneys requesting this 
service must submit the question 
with essential facts in writing. The 
program has_ been of practical 
value to students and many at- 
torneys have found it useful. Mr. 
Paul Quinlan, Law Librarian, 
supervises the service. Next year, 
it is planned to integrate it with 
the regular course in Legal Writ- 
ing. 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA COLLEGE OF LAW 


Pound Lectures 

Professor Warren A. Seavey of 
Harvard Law School presented the 
third series of the Pound Lecture- 
ship on March 23-25, 1953. He 
chose as the title for his lectures 
“Cogitation on Torts.” The first 
lecture “Nature and Sources” was 
given in the ballroom of the Corn- 
husker Hotel to which the Lincoln 


Bar Association adjourned after 
their dinner meeting. The second 
and third lectures entitled “Re- 
finements” and “The Future” were 
held in the auditorium of the Love 
Library. 

Professor Seavey in coming to 
Lincoln was returning to familiar 
surroundings. He was dean and 
professor of law at the University 
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from 1920-1926. His many former 
students and friends were happy 
to have the opportunity to renew 
his acquaintance. 


University Research Council Lec- 
tures 

Mr. Walton H. Hamilton visited 
the University campus March 4-6, 
1953, to present a series of informal 
lectures of interest to law students. 
Mr. Hamilton is Professor Emer- 
itus of the Yale Law School and 
presently associated with the firm 
of Arnold, Fortas and Porter, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Mr. Hamilton’s talks covered 
problems of law and economics in- 
cluding the “Implications of Priest- 
ly v. Fowler,” “The Patent System 
in Action” and the “Robinson-Pat- 
man Act.” Durmg one afternoon 
session he discussed strategy and 
invention in the practice of law, 
using as material recent cases in 
which he had participated. 


Law Association Banquet 
The Law School Association has 
chosen the evening of April 11, 
1953, as the time and the Lincoln 
Hotel as the place for the annual 
banquet. The principal speaker 
will be Mr. Henry W. Buck of the 
firm of Morrison, Hecker, Buck, 

Cozad & Rogers, Kansas City. 


International Law Moot Court 

The International Law class pre- 
sented its annual argument before 
a model International Court of Jus- 
tice on March 18, 1953. The case 
revolved around the Anglo-Iranian 
oil dispute between Great Britain 
and Iran. Harvey D. Davis of 
Grand Island and Henry D. Neely 
of Omaha, in representing Iran, 
contended that the Court did not 
have jurisdiction in the case as 
the dispute was a domestic affair. 
This contention was denied by 
Bruce L. Evans of Lincoln and 
Richard M. Duxbury of Lincoln 
who represented Great Britain. A 


surprise development was the ap- 
pearance of Taghi Kermani, an 
Iranian student, as a friend of the 
court. 

The Court consisted of R. W. 
Devoe, F. B. Baylor, Walter Raecke, 
George Healey, Thomas Huang and 
Professor Willard B. Cowles. 


Allen Memorial Competition 

This competition was established 
to train students in the preparation 
of briefs and the argument of ap- 
pellate cases. Under the super- 
vision of the student Board of Ad- 
visors, the first and second year 
students have been engaging in 
elimination rounds during the year. 

The finals in the competition 
which began in the Spring of 1951 
will take place before a panel of 
three Supreme Court Justices on 
the evening of April 8, 1953. War- 
ren Wise of Lincoln and John Dier 
of Lincoln will represent the ap- 
pellant, and Bill Grant of Colum- 
bus and Robert Green of Danbury 
will appear for the appellee. The 
case involves a contest over owner- 
ship of gas held in underground 
storage. 





“YOU AND THE LAW” 


This is a series of 13 radio 
programs presented as a public 
service by the Nebraska State 
Bar Association. They are 15 
minute programs designed to 
inform the public of legal 
problems which may arise in 
every day life. 

These programs have been 
presented without charge to 
the Association by KGFW in 
Kearney and KFOR in Lincoln. 
They are currently being aired 
by KBON in Omaha at 10:15 
P. M. each Sunday. 
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NEWLY ADMITTED LAWYERS 


The Nebraska State Bar Com- 
mission conducted its regular Feb- 
ruary bar examination on Febru- 
ary 16 and 17. As a result of the 
examination the Commission rec- 
ommended the following for ad- 
misison to the bar: 


Vincent J. Coffey, Lincoln 
Richard J. Dalton, Ord 
Elbert E. Gass, Valentine 
John Gerlach, Jr., Lincoln 
Vera L. Larson, Dakota City 
Betty L. Nama, Omaha 
Charles W. Raymond, Neligh 
George H. Stanley, Lincoln 


The successful applicants took 
the oath as members of the bar at 
a special session of the Supreme 
Court held on February 18. 

The bar commission has also 
recommended and the Supreme 
Court has admitted the following 
attorneys who had previously been 


admitted in other jurisdictions: 

Edmund O. Belsheim, Dean of 
the College of Law of the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. 

Lawrence W. Hobbs, Assistant 
Western General Counsel of the 
Union Pacific Railroad Company. 

Wayne L. Townsend, former 
dean of the Washington University, 
School of Law at St. Louis and now 
a member of the faculty of that 
school. Mr. Townsend has long 
been a resident of Cook, Nebraska, 
and is a brother of Straight Town- 
send who practices at Scottsbluff. 

Members of the bar commission 
are Charles F. Bongardt of Omaha, 
E. D. Beech of Pierce, Bern R. 
Coulter of Bridgeport, O. E. Shel- 
burn of Alma, Harry L. Norval of 
Seward, George Healey of Lincoln, 
and George H. Turner, Clerk of 
the Supreme Court who is ex offi- 
cio Secretary of the Commission. 


NEBRASKA BAR ACTIVITIES 


News of the Local and District Associations 


Program of Scotts Bluff County Bar Association 


The Scotts Bluff County Bar As- 
sociation, comprising about thirty 
active members, has for some years 
carried on a program of regular 
monthly meetings designed, in gen- 
eral, to promote the education of 
the lawyer and sociability among 
the lawyers. A speaker usually is 
provided to discuss a subject— 
sometimes within the field of law, 
sometimes outside it—which is 
considered to be of interest and 
importance to the lawyer. 

During the present year the offi- 
cers of the association are engaged 


in a survey to ascertain the pro- 
grams of activity of other local bar 
associations in the nation, and the 
types of program aids and mater- 
ials available to local bar associa- 
tions. With this information in 
hand, it is hoped it will be possible 
to strengthen in various respects 
the program of the local associa- 
tion. 

The officers of the local associa- 
tion for the present year are Loren 
G. Olsson of Scottsbluff, president, 
and Richard M. Van Steenberg, of 
Mitchell, secretary-treasurer. 


Omaha Bar Association 


The Association has as its first 
and most important project the 
promotion of the regional meeting 
of the American Bar Association at 


Omaha, April 30, May 1 and May 2. 
The fact that the president of the 
State Bar Association, Mr. Laurens 
Williams, is also a member of the 
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Omaha Association, has given im- 
petus to the desire for a successful 
meeting. The convention commit- 
tee, under Mr. George L. DeLacy’s 
chairmanship, has been promoting 
advance registrations and has for- 
mulated the local entertainment 
plans; all with the advice and as- 
sistance of the state committee. 
The Association has undertaken 
to encourage its young lawyers, 
who are organized very actively as 
the Barristers Club. This club has 
a weekly broadcast each Sunday at 
10:15 P. M. over Radio Station 
KBON, the program being entitled 
“You and the Law”. The promo- 
tional advertising is underwritten 
by the Association, which has also 


Hall County 


Laurens Williams, President of 
the Nebraska State Bar Associa- 
tion, will speak at the Hall County 
Bar Association’s monthly meet- 
ing at Hotel Stratton in Grand 
Island on April 7th, 6:30 P. M. 
Attorneys from neighboring towns 
will be welcome. 





Judge Bayard H. 
Paine, President of the 
Hall County Bar Asso- 
ciation. Judge Paine 
is a former member of 
the Supreme Court of 
Nebraska. 








The President of the Hall County 
Bar Association is Judge Bayard 
H. Paine, formerly a Justice on the 


agreed to support and underwrite 
the publicity for a television pro- 
gram to be sponsored and staged 
by the Barristers, starting in Sep- 
tember. These projects are de- 
signed to promote better relations 
between the public and the lawyer. 

Legislative bills are pending, 
which, if passed, presuppose the 
closing of our courthouse on Sat- 
urdays. The Association is now 
taking a mail poll of all Douglas 
County active lawyers on the clos- 
ing question. Over 800 ballots 
were mailed. 

The Executive Council has plan- 
ned monthly meetings during the 
year, except during the summer 
months. 


Bar Active 


Nebraska State Supreme Court for 
18 years. 

Grand Island has had many 
prominent attorneys, including two 
Past Presidents of the State Bar 
Association, Charles G. Ryan and 
J. Leo Cleary. 


Others have included U. S. Sen- 
ator William H. Thompson, Su- 
preme Court Justices Thompson, 
Paine and T. O. C. Harrison, Su- 
preme Court Commissioners 
Claude A. Davis and Richard C. 
Glanville, and District Judges Har- 
rison, Paine, John R. Thompson, 
James R. Hanna, Ralph R. Horth 
and Ernest G. Kroger. 

Other members have included 
Nebraska’s first Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, O. A. Abbott, and nine mem- 
bers of the State Legislature. 


Ninth Judicial Bar Association Holds Meeting 


The annual meeting of the Ninth 
Judicial District Bar Association 
was held at Hotel Madison, Nor- 
folk, Nebraska on Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 21, 1953. In spite of a snow 
storm of near blizzard proportions 
on the preceding day, the meeting 
was attended by more than thirty 
members representing most coun- 


ties of the district. 

E. D. Beech, president, presided 
at a business meeting held in the 
afternoon at which Mr. Harold S. 
Salter addressed the group on the 
subject, “Claims Against the 
State”. At the evening banquet, 
Mr. Joseph C. Tye of Kearney, Ne- 
braska delivered an instructive ad- 
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dress in which he pointed out some 
of the objectives of the Nebraska 
State Bar Association. 

Officers elected for the coming 
year include Donald D. Mapes, 
Norfolk, president, John J. Gross, 
West Point, vice president, Eugene 
C. McFadden, Norfolk, Secretary 
and Charles E. McDermott, Wayne, 


Treasurer. Members of the execu- 
tive committee chosen to serve for 
one year are, E. H. Curtiss, Plain- 
view, Merritt C. Warren, Creigh- 
ton, Ray Jensen, Wisner, Ralph S. 
Kryger, Neligh, Budd B. Bornhoft, 
Wayne, Dennis F. Sulc, Stanton 
and Ernest L. Reeker, Norfolk. 


Buffalo County Bar Association Elects District Judge E. G. Reed 
President 


The membership of the Buffalo 
County Bar Association includes all 
members of the Buffalo County 
Bar. Each member pays annual 
dues of five dollars, plus such ad- 
ditional assessments as may from 
time to time be necessary and re- 
quired by the Association. The 
Association is organized with Ar- 
ticles and By-laws providing for a 
president, a secretary-treasurer, 
and committees appointed by the 
president; these committees include 
a committee on public relations, a 
committee on programs, a legis- 
lative committee, and a county 
library committee. 

The committee on public rela- 
tions has annually arranged and 
provided programs with speakers 
who present subjects of interest 
before the local Chamber of Com- 
merce, civic clubs, local education- 
al institutions, women’s clubs, and 
other organizations. These pro- 
grams have also been presented 
in other cities and towns of the 
county. 

The association holds regular 
monthly meetings at which meet- 
ings lunch is served, and programs 
of interest provided. The legis- 
lative committee reports at each 
meeting during the time the legis- 
lature is in session, concerning 
bills of interest to the legal pro- 
fession, and makes recommenda- 
tions of approval or disapproval of 
matters pending before the legis- 
lature. Such matters are open for 


round table discussions, and great 


interest is manifested by members 
of the association. At other meet- 
ings, subjects of interest to both 
the Bench and Bar, which have 
been assigned to members for 
study and discussion, are present- 
ed, followed by general discussion 
of the subject presented. 

Through the efforts of the library 
committee, the county board of 
Buffalo County has provided and is 
keeping up to date an excellent 
working law library, with suitable 
reading rooms. This library con- 
sists of the complete West Publish- 
in Company Reporter system with 
complete digest system; the Ne- 
braska statutes; and the Nebraska 
State Reports and digest. Included 
in this library are a complete set of 
Words and Phrases, Corpus Juris 
with annotations to date, Light- 
ner’s Forms, and many valuable 
miscellaneous textbooks. 

It is the unanimous opinion of 
the members of the Buffalo County 
Bar Association that a great deal 
of benefit is derived from their 
monthly meetings. Attendance is 
good at these meetings, and there 
is an excellent spirit of coopera- 
tion in making the meetings of in- 
terest and benefit. 

The Buffalo County Bar Associa- 
tion, working with the members 
of the County Board of Supervisors 
and the District Judge, have com- 
pletely remodeled, enlarged, re- 
decorated and furnished the Cham- 
bers of the District Court, with a 
large conference room for attor- 
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neys, and are now constructing a 
jury room with splendid accom- 
modations for both men and lady 
jurors. Reconstruction of the dis- 
trict court room is a major project 
under contemplation for the near 


future. 


The Buffalo County Bar Associa- 


tion extends a cordial invitation to 
attorneys throughout the state to 
attend any of its meetings as guests. 


Fourteenth Judicial Bar Meets 


On February 4, 1953, the Four- 
teenth Judicial District Bar Asso- 
ciation met at McCook. Members 
of the association assembled at an 
informal luncheon in the Keystone 
Hotel. 

The afternoon session opened 
with the reading of the minutes 
of the 1952 winter meeting and the 
treasurer’s report by Richard F. 
Proud, secretary-treasurer. The 
Committee on Memorials, of which 
Cloyd E. Clark was chairman, in- 
troduced a resolution which paid 
fitting tribute to the memory of B. 
F. Butler of Cambridge, Nebraska. 

Highlight of the afternoon pro- 
gram was an interesting and in- 
formative institute on “The Draft- 
ing of Partnership Agreements” 
ably conducted by Laurens Wil- 
liams, President of The Nebraska 
State Bar Association, and Richard 


B. Wilson of Lincoln. Following 
this program George H. Turner, 
secretary-treasurer of the State Bar 
Association, outlined the Missouri 
Valley Regional Meeting of the 
American Bar Association to be 
held in Omaha from April 30 
through May 2. In response to Mr. 
Turner’s invitation a majority of 
the attorneys present registered for 
this meeting. 

At the evening banquet Laurens 
Williams gave an inspiring address 
on the State Bar Association and 
stressed its objectives and _ the 
problems confronting it. Newly 
elected officers of the Fourteenth 
Judicial District Bar Association 
for 1953 are: Cloyd E. Clark, Pres- 
ident, Richard F. Proud, Vice-Pres- 
ident, and Stanley Scott, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 


ACTIVITIES OF DISTRICT JUDGES’ 
ASSOCIATION 


By FAY H. POLLOCK, President 


Our purpose is to provide edu- 
cational facilities which will en- 
able us to improve our judicial 
competency and efficiency, and 
keep us abreast of the times. 

Every district judge has attend- 
ed some of our annual two day 
meetings. Most of them attend 
every meeting. 

Speakers include members of the 
bar and bench. Unscheduled dis- 
cussions prove invaluable. We dis- 
cuss what attorneys regard as 
“bread and butter subjects.” 

Next June we plan no discussion 
of legislation relating to selection, 





Judge Fay H Pollock 
is serving during 1953 
as President of the Dis- 
trict Judges Associa- 
tion. 








tenure, compensation or retirement 
of district judges. We, whose fam- 
ilies realize we are wage earners 
without further hope of accumula- 
tion of wealth, are concerned about 
such matters. However, we rea- 
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lize that any beneficial legislation 
must be induced by efforts of the 
organized bar. ‘ 

Our chief accomplishment is the 
annual discussion of jury instruc- 
tions and the publication of “Stand- 
ardized Instructions.” Credit is 
largely due to the untiring efforts 
of our faithful committee compris- 
ed of Judges Spikes, Ellis, Thom- 


HEALEY 


At the September meeting of the 
National Conference of Bar Ex- 
aminers held in San Francisco in 
conjunction with the annual meet- 
ing of the American Bar Associa- 
tion the members of the group 
chose George Healey of Lincoln as 
Secretary of the Conference. 

The National Conference of Bar 
Examiners devotes itself to im- 
provement in methods of conduct- 
ing bar examinations and the pro- 
motion of high standards for ad- 
mission to the bar. It also conducts 
a nationwide investigative service 
to check the character and quali- 
fications of attorneys from one 
state or a territory who seek ad- 
mission in another jurisdiction. 
Nebraska has been a member of 
the Conference for more than 
twenty years and requires that any 
foreign attorney seeking admission 


sen, Polk and Nuss. 
participate. 

I invite attorneys to submit in- 
structions, briefs, suggestions, con- 


structive criticism and tell us what 
we should hear—and perhaps do 
not commonly hear. Such assist- 
ance will contribute to the proper 
functioning of our trial courts. 


All judges 


ELECTED 
. Mr. Healey 
practices in 
Lincoln, where 
he is a@ mem- 
ber of the firm 
of Davis, 
Healey, Davies 
& Wilson. He 
is a member 
| of the Ne- 
braska State 
Board of Bar 
Examiners. 

















here must first be investigated by 
the Conference. 

Mr. Healey is a member of Davis, 
Healey, Davies and Wilson of Lin- 
coln and is a member of the Ne- 
braska State Bar Commission, by 
appointment to that body by the 
Supreme Court. 


IMPORTANT MEETING OF EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL 


A Special meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council has been called by 
President Laurens Williams for 
May 2 and 3. The meeting will be 
held in Omaha immediately fol- 
lowing the adjournment of the 
Missouri Valley Regional Meeting 
of the American Bar Association. 

Among the items of business on 
the agenda of this meeting are: 

(a) Approval of final draft of 


proposed amendments to the Rules 
of the Supreme Court by which 
the association is organized. The 
proposal is for the creation of a 
House of Delegates designed to give 
all lawyers throughout the state 
representation at sessions where 
Committee reports and matters of 
association policy are being con- 
sidered. This entire matter, after 
approval by the Executive Council, 
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will be the subject of a referen- 
dum. 

(b) Consideration of report and 
recommendations of the Commit- 
tee on Budget and Finance. 

(c) Consideration of recommen- 
dations of the Committee on Legal 


Education for the establishment of 
a law student membership in the 
association. 

(d) Continued consideration of 
recommendations of the Commit- 
tee on Public Relations. 


LAWYER PLACEMENT 


With each class of newly ad- 
mitted lawyers there are always 
some of the newcomers to the pro- 
fession who are concerned about a 
location within which to com- 
mence the practice. Each gradu- 
ating class contains a few who will 
enter the practice with a father, an 
uncle or a family friend; some, not 
intending to practice, will enter 
business or the public service but 
with many a newly admitted law- 
yer the problem of location is 
acute. 

Both of the Nebraska law schools 
render valuable service in aiding 
their graduates in finding suitable 
locations but other states are do- 
ing a better job in bringing to- 
gether the established lawyer who 
is in need of assistance and the 


young graduate who is seeking an 
opening. 

It is suggested that a really 
worthwhile service could be ren- 
dered both to the older practitioner 
and the neophyte if the Nebraska 
State Bar Association would under- 
take a program of placement for 
the newly admitted. The associa- 
tion headquarters could act as a 
clearing house to which the older 
lawyer could make his needs 
known and to which the senior 
student or the young lawyer could 
go for information as to available 
openings. This is not to say that 
your Association has not already 
assisted many a young man in 
finding his place in the practice but 
the opportunities for developing 
this service are limitless. 


LEGAL INSTITUTES 


The value of a program of con- 
tinuing legal education is no longer 
the subject of debate in Nebraska. 
The members of this Association 
are firmly convinced of the im- 
portance of its institute program. 
Nebraska ranks well toward the 
top in the list of all of the states 
that are active in the field of 
bringing to the practicing lawyer 
the instructive or the “refresher” 
programs which have been offered. 

Over the past ten years this as- 
sociation has offered its members 
institute programs on a wide va- 
riety of subjects and has followed 
the practice of taking its sessions 
to all parts of the state instead of 


asking the members to attend at 
one point such as Lincoln or Oma- 
ha. This method has resulted in 
a saving both in time and in money 
for the member living far out in 
the state but it does increase ma- 
terially the cost of the program 
to the Association. An institute 
session can be held in Lincoln or 
in Omaha, using as speakers main- 
ly local men, for from $500 to $800, 
but if the entire group making up 
the speakers list is taken to from 
three to five points over the state 
the expense of travel increases the 
cost of each such institute to from 
$1000 to $1500. The Executive 
Council has considered the present 
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plan as a most worthwhile expen- 
diture of Association funds, and, if 
it is the wish of the membership, 
plans to continue along the present 
line. 

In most of the states which have 
similar institute programs a reg- 
istration fee of $5 or $10 is charged 
each lawyer in attendance but this 
practice has never been followed in 
Nebraska. The plan of conduct- 
ing institutes without extra charge 
to members who attend is consid- 
ered so unique by others in the 
field that it has come to be known 


as the “Nebraska Plan.” 

As the next step in the improve- 
ment of institutes it has been sug- 
gested that printed text material 
be prepared for each such institute 
and distributed to those in attend- 
ance. Such pamphlet would con- 
tain space for the taking of notes 
as well as a full outline of the 
speakers’ subjects. The text, to- 
gether with the notes taken, would 
become a valuable source of ref- 
erence material for a long time 
after the program has been con- 
cluded. 


IN MEMORIAM 


It is with deep regret that the Journal records the passing 
of these members of our Association: 


P. J. Barrett 


Admitted May 1, 1914. 


Frank A. Barta 


Admitted June 13, 1906. 


Herman F. Buckow 


Greeley 
Died January, 1953. 
Center 
Died 1952. 
Grand Island 


Admitted July 1, 19380. Died November, 1952. 


George B. Clark 


Admitted November 28, 1921. 


Laurence Roy Forsyth 


Admitted March 26, 1929. 


William M. Giller 


Admitted January 5, 1897. 


Lawrence J. Heim 


Admitted November 24, 1920. 


Lane Kosters 


Admitted June 30, 1939. 


George A. Lee 


Admitted April 29, 1916. 


Roland A. Locke 
Admitted June 
Claude B. Matthai 
Admitted July 
Henry A. Meier 
Admitted June 
Frank D. Mills 
Admitted June 
W. J. Moss 


Gordon A. Nicholson 


Admitted June 21, 1921. 


Jack L. Raymon 


Admitted October 28, 1927. 


Jesse M. Shreve 


Admitted January 18, 1911. 


4, 1927. 
1, 1914. 
7, 1900. 
13, 1901. 
Admitted November 17, 1896. 


North Loup 
Died 1952. 
Omaha 


Died March, 1952. 
Omaha 
Died January, 1953. 
Washington, D. C. 
Died January, 1953. 
No. Hollywood, Calif. 
Died December, 1952. 
Omaha 
Died January, 1953. 
North Platte 
Died December, 1952. 
Omaha 
Died November, 1952. 
Lincoln 
Died February, 1953. 
Osceola 
Died January, 1953. 
Fairbury 
Died January, 1953. 
Omaha 
Died December, 1952. 
Scottsbluff 
Died January, 1953. 
North Platte 
Died November, 1952. 





- LAST CALL 


,- For 

¥ 

e ADVANCE REGISTRATION 

| For the 

- MISSOURI VALLEY REGIONAL 
a MEETING 

Of the 


AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


APRIL 30, MAY 1 and 2, 1953 


If you have not already done so, you should send in your 
advance registration for this great meeting at once. Story of the 
program appears elsewhere in this issue. 


It is highly important that those lawyers of Nebraska who 
expect to attend send their registrations in at once as we will 
have many guests from the other states included in the meeting 
area. Arrangements for transportation to the various meeting 
places and for food service require that we know quite definitely 
how many to expect. 


MAIL REGISTRATION FEE of $5.00 and request for hotel 
reservations now to: 


GEORGE H. TURNER, Director 
2413 State House 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


re 
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To the Lawyers of Nebraska. . . 


Complete facilities for handling your 
Banking and Fiduciary Business 


promptly and effectively. 


Trust and Estate Department 


First National Bank of Omaha 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


The Oldest National Bank from Omaha West 


Member F.D.I.C. 

















